LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL WINE & SPIRITS COMPETITION ANNOUNCES WINNERS FOR 2011
California Wines Win Big

A cluster of California wineries sparkled among the many strong contenders at the 2011 Los Angeles International Wine & Spirits Competition. Judged in May, many varietals and price ranges were represented, with a new point system introduced, acknowledging each varietal’s special attributes and providing a new level of precision in the competition’s wine ranking systems, a benefit for the competition and wine enthusiasts. Nearly 3,200 wines were entered. Tasted by a 64-member panel comprised of international judges, ranging from Master Sommeliers to chefs, California-based Bronco Wine Company, Cameron Hughes Wines, E & J Gallo and J. Lohr Vineyards came ahead of its challengers with the most best of class wines. The contest’s international competitors earned high marks once again, with Australia leading the delegation with Old Bridge Cellars taking five best of class awards. 

Among the best of class red wines were Bronco’s Domaine Laurier, Cabernet Sauvignon, 2009 ($14.99 and under, 93 points); Domaine Laurier, Merlot, 2007 ($29.99 and under, 94 points); E. & J. Gallo’s Dancing Bull, Cabernet Sauvignon, 2009 ($14.99 and under, 93 points), Dancing Bull, Zinfandel, 2008 ($14.99 and under, 92 points) and Turning Leaf Vineyards, Merlot, 2009 ($14.99 and under, 94 points);  J. Lohr Vineyard’s Cabernet Sauvignon, 2007 ($30 and up, 95 points), Petite Sirah, 2008 ($15 and up, 95 points) and Pinot Noir, 2009 ($15-29.99, 94 points); and Old Bridge Cellars’ Penley Estate Cabernet Sauvignon, 2009 ($15 and up, 92 points), Penley Estate Cabernet Sauvignon, 2008 ($50 and up, 95 points), and Kilikanoon Rhone Style Blend, Light to Medium, 2009 (93 points).

The top white wines are: Bronco’s White Truck Chardonnay, 2008 (93 points); Cameron Hughes Wines’ Chardonnay, 2009 ($14.99 and under, 94 points) and Sauvignon Blanc, 2009, ($14.99 and under, 91 points); E & J Gallo’s Carlo Rossi, Chardonnay (92 points); South Coast Winery’s Sauvignon Blanc, 2010 ($14.99 and under, 91 points) and Gewurztraminer, Medium Sweet, 2009 (92 points); and Old Bridge Cellars’ Frisk, Riesling, Medium Sweet, 2010 (95 points).

In the Bordeaux/Bordeaux Superieur special category, best of class went to Chateau Bonnet, AOC Bordeaux, 2008 (93 points); Chateau Julian, Traditional, Bordeaux Rouge AOC France, 2010 (93 points); Chateau de Bel, La Capitane, Bordeaux Superieur AOC France, 2009 (94 points); Chateau Feret-Lambert, Grand Vin de Bordeaux, Bordeaux Superieur AOC France, 2008 (93 points); Chateau Grand Jean, Reserve, Bordeaux Superieur AOC France, 2010 (93 points); Chateau Peynaud, Bordeaux Superieur AOC France, 2009 (92 points); and Domaine Du Claouset, Bordeaux White AOC France, 2010 (92 points). 

In the spirits category, Park Cognac XO, France, took best of show. 

A complete list of winners can be found at www.lawinecomp.com/2011winners. 

The public will get its first opportunity to taste the medal winners at FUN Decanted June 25, a fundraiser benefitting The Learning Centers at Fairplex. The event features beer and spirits, too, with gourmet food trucks and dancing. The wines will also be available for tasting at the L.A. County Fair, Sept. 3 – Oct. 2. The Fair features a complete wine education program taught by industry experts. For additional news and information from the Competition, please follow us at www.twitter.com/lawinecomp or “like” us at www.facebook.com/lawinecomp.
About Fairplex

Under the direction of the Los Angeles County Fair Association, Fairplex is home to the L.A. County Fair, the largest county fair in the world, as well as The Learning Centers which encompasses Fairtime Learning, The Child Development Center, The Career and Technical Education Center (CTEC), the Junior Fair Board, and the Millard Sheets Center for the Arts.   For more information, please visit www.fairplex.com. 
